
 

Jazzing it up – TOGETHER!        Julie Ford 

Church is a lot like jazz. Jazz is infinitely more fun when it is done in a group. The musicians must all 

know the basic framework of the song they are about to play, and then they must be ready to go with 

the flow when the improvisation begins. In jazz the musicians take turns being the soloist, and being the 

backup. The musicians must listen to one another, and must be ready to give and to receive. 

All of these things are important in being the church, too. In the community of the church we all have to 

be willing to show up, and to do our part. We also have to be ready to listen to one another and take 

turns. In church, sometimes we give to our church community – of our time, treasures, and talents. But 

when we find ourselves in a time of need, it is then that we can also look to our church community for 

support and prayer. Sometimes being the church requires a little bit of improvisation, too – especially as 

we seek to be present in the heart of a city that is rapidly rebirthing itself. 

It takes a lot of teamwork, and a little bit of improvisation, too, to put together an event like our jazz 

mass. I am so very thankful for all of the people who came together to share their gifts leading up to and 

during this very special event. Thank you to everyone who served at the liturgy and afterward at the 

social on that day. There are a few people in particular whom I would like to thank by name. Thank you 

to Sue DiCosmo, whose drive and determination has gotten us some really incredible publicity around 

the city. Sue, I don’t know how you do it, but I’m glad you do! Thank you also to Aaron Tabaczynski, for 

sharing your artistic vision and working so hard behind the scenes to keep the church looking absolutely 

beautiful. Finally thank you to Mary Kay Hicks and the many members of the Hospitality Committee for 

organizing an elegant and delicious cookie reception after the mass. To everyone who helped in any way 

on that day, thank you. I look forward to doing it all over again next year! 


