
SUNDAY 11am 

LECTORS 

 Jan 8  D. Ridella; S. Solner 

Jan 15  R. Pasiak; H. Peters 

 

EMHC 

Jan 8  R. Pasiak; G. Palmer 

Jan 15  E. Matichuk; B. Tan 

 

ACOLYTE 

Jan 8  G. Ridella 

Jan 15  M. Solner  

CONTACT US        313.961.8077 www.ssppjesuit.org 

Fr. Gary Wright, SJ, Pastor   x206               pastor@ssppjesuit.org 

Mrs. Lydia Maola, Operations Director  x219   office@ssppjesuit.org 

Mrs. Julie Ford, Liturgy & Music Director  x220   music@ssppjesuit.org 

 

 

 

 

MAILING ADDRESS                                                            OFFICE HOURS 

438 Saint Antoine St                    Monday through Friday 9-4pm 

Detroit, MI 48226                                                                                                         FAX 313.963.5134  

SUNDAY 7:30pm 

LECTORS 

Jan 8  G. Carisse 

Jan 15  C. Hermann 

 

EMHC 

Jan 8  E. Matichuk; A. Amador 

Jan 15  M. Brennan; A. Amador 

 

ACOLYTE 

Jan 8  D. Milbrand 

Jan 15  D. Milbrand 

MINISTER SCHEDULE 

For an electronic copy of this newsletter and more, click on our website or scan the QR code below. 

COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 

 Volunteers are needed for 
Christmas "Un-Decorating". on 
Monday Jan. 9 at 12:30 pm.    

 As part of our initiative to 
increase our presence in the 
area, we are looking for 
parishioner volunteers to attend 
Rivertown Detroit Association 
meetings.  

 Do you like to take photos?  We 
have many photos of the 
building, but we need some that 
show our building at work, with 
people in it.  Interested?  

If you are able to help out, let us 
know in the office. 
 
Nametag Sundays are coming!!  
Mass goers will be encouraged to fill 
out a name tag as they enter the 
church that day.  It will be fun to put 
a name to the face we see so 
often.  This will begin on Sunday, 
January 22........and thereafter be the 
third Sunday, February 19 and March 
19. 
 
The first Sunday of the month will 
continue as it has, with light 
refreshments following the 11am 
Mass. Volunteers are able to 
provided coffee and doughnuts on 
Name Tag Sunday after the 11am 
Mass, but we still need help with 
setting up a social for the 7:30pm 
Mass.  Can you help? Email the 
office. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A Church for the City In the Heart of Downtown 

J A N U A R Y  6 ,  2 0 1 7  
Volume 1, Issue 1 

Pastor’s Pen     Gary Wright, SJ 

The Christmas season is time for Thanksgiving! – no, I 
don’t mean the November holiday, but rather that we 
have so much for which to give thanks.  Take a moment 
right now to join me in prayerful thanks for all those 
who helped us to celebrate the feasts so beautifully: our 
musicians and singers, those who decorated the church, 
who cleaned and waxed the floors, set out altar linens, 
produced the programs, and all the liturgical ministers. 
Thanks to all the visitors who came to make the 
celebration possible! Thanks also for those who made 
generous financial gifts to support our parish.  Thanks 
for all who support our Pope Francis Center, or helped 
with the meals and backpacks on Christmas morning. 
We give thanks for the time we had to gather with 
family and friends and celebrate the gift of love we 
share. Above all, we give thanks in the Spirit to our God 
who gives us all these good gifts and, in the incarnation 
of the Christ-Child, has shown us that we can see and 
love the Divine Presence in all that is human, in one 
another.  As St. Ignatius would put it, we can find God 
in all things. 
  
As we begin this New Year, let us pray that we can “find 
God” in all that will unfold, all that is yet unknown, all 
that will be new, surprising, consoling or challenging in 
our lives.  “Finding God” means that we are given 
spiritual eyes to see how the divine Creator is present 
and at work, how God is leading us or calling us to 
respond, how the Holy One is present even in those we 
cannot understand or who seem threatening to us.  God 
is there too, “hidden” in the poor, the ill, the suffering, 
the enemy.  Our parish will grow and change this 
year.  Our Archbishop will unfold new directions and 
aspirations from the recent Synod.  With a new 
President and other elected civic leaders, our experience 
of public life will change, perhaps dramatically.  And of 
course, we ourselves – if we take time to notice 
prayerfully – keep changing, with new thoughts and 
feelings arising from our inner spirit. Help us find you, O 
God, and love you, in all that this New Year brings! 



Liturgy and Music Notes                                                      Julie Ford 
 

Join our new Greeter Ministry! 
On Sunday, January 22nd we will hold our first training sessions for our new Greeter ministry. 
We are seeking friendly people who can provide a warm welcome at our weekend masses. 
Greeters can sign up to serve for one or more weekends per month, and will minister as part 
of a team. If you are interested in learning more, attend one of the training sessions on 
January 22nd – after the 11:00 mass, or before the 7:30 evening mass.  
 

Get involved in our Liturgical Ministries 
During the month of January we will be offering training sessions for new Lectors (readers) 
and Communion Ministers. If you are interested in getting involved with these important 
ministries, sign up to attend one of the training sessions. Lectors and Communion 
Ministers minister approximately once per month, at the service of their preference. 
 
Please let us know you plan to attend a training session - either add your name to the sign up 
sheet that is on the table by the side entrance of the church, or email me. 
 
Lector (reader) training sessions (sign up for one session) 
Sunday, January 15 - 6:15 pm or Sunday, January 29 - 12:15 pm 
 
Communion Minister training sessions (sign up for one session) 
Sunday, January 15 - 12:15 pm or Sunday, January 29 - 6:15 pm 

Prayer List 
 

Please remember the following 

community members in your prayers: 

Mary Payette 

Alice Lamont 

Pamela Milbrnad 

Jeffery Whitty 

Norman & Jean LeVasseur 

Mike Sweeney 

John (Jack) Schmelzer 

Ember Rose Miller 

Mass Intentions 

 

MON   9   †Poor Souls Purgatory 

TUE    10  †Scott Worden, Jr. 

WED   11 †Audrey Kowalski 

THU    12  †Michael Burleson 

FRI      13   †Gabriel Sheridan 

 

MON  16  †Bruno F. Lipski 

TUE    17   †Deceased Jesuits 

WED  18  †Tom Shumaker 

THU   19  †Marion (Garry) LoPrete 

FRI     20    Students 

Pope Francis Center                   Meghan Brennan 

Christmas morning at the Pope Francis Center was magical - and not just because we know 
how to throw a birthday party for Jesus! 

From 7 to 11 a.m. the center was buzzing with 
over 200 homeless guests and dozens of festively-
dressed volunteers of all faiths. Jewish and 
Muslim Mitzvah Day volunteers joined the Pope 
Francis Center’s seasoned volunteers to offer hot 
showers, laundry and a nutritious meal to 
Detroit’s homeless. 

 
Guests dined on smoked ham, spinach salad and 
cinnamon applesauce. As usual, they sipped 
bottomless mugs of hot coffee and filled up on 
toasted bagels while they waited for the 
Christmas meal to be served. 

 
The crowning jewel of the morning came when 
we gifted our guests with new backpacks. Each 
was stuffed with new underwear, socks, a pair of 
sweats, a hat, gloves, hand warmers and travel-
sized toiletries.  The backpacks and their contents 

were generously donated by parishioners from Ss Peter and Paul and several other parishes 
across metro Detroit. 

 
Perhaps the most surprising donors were a group of prisoners at the Women’s Huron Valley 
Correctional Facility. As part of their horticulture program, the women grew, dried and 
packaged small satchels of herbs to keep the backpacks smelling fresh. In addition, they made 
Christmas cards for our guests and used their wages - about $10 per month - to pay for 
postage. 

 
Overall it was a joyous morning, one in which we were able to recognize the face of Jesus in 
everyone who passed through our doors and treat them with the dignity and respect God 
intends for all His children. 


